FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOI/PA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
FOI/PA# 1299974-1

Total Deleted Page(s) = 40

Page 6 ~ bl; b3;

Page 14 ~ bl; b3; b7D;

Page 15 ~ bl; b3; b7D;

Page 26 ~ bl; b3;

Page 27 ~ bl; b3;

Page 28 ~ bl; b3; b7E;

Page 29 ~ bl; b3;

Page 44 ~ bl; b3;

Page 49 ~ bl; b3;

Page 50 ~ bl; b3;

Page 51 ~ bl; b3;

Page 52 ~ bl; b3;

Page 55 ~ bl; b3; bb6; b7C; b7D;
Page 57 ~ bl; b3;

Page 64 ~ bl; b3;

Page 65 ~ bl; b3;

Page 66 ~ bl; b3;

Page 69 ~ bl; b3;

Page 70 ~ bl; b3;

Page 71 ~ bl; b3;

Page 74 ~ bl; b3;

Page 83 ~ bl; b3;

Page 98 ~ bl; b3; bb6; b7C; b7E;
Page 102 ~ b6; b7C; b7D;

Page 103 ~ b6; b7C; b7D;

Page 128 ~ bl; b3; bTE;

Page 132 ~ bl; b3; b6; b7C; b7D;
Page 133 ~ bl; b3; b6; b7C; b7D;
Page 156 ~ bl; b3; b6; b7C; b7D; b7E;
Page 157 ~ bl; b3;

Page 158 ~ bl; b3;

Page 162 ~ bl; b3; b6; b7C; bTE;
Page 164 ~ bl; b3;

Page 181 ~ bl; b3;

Page 187 ~ b6; b7C; b7D; bTE;
Page 188 ~ bl; b3; b6; b7C; b7D; b7E;
Page 189 ~ b7D; bTE;

Page 190 ~ b7D; b7E;

Page 191 ~ b7D; bTE;

Page 193 ~ bl; b3;

):0:9:0:9.0:0:0:9.0:0.0:9.0:0.0.0.0:0.0:9.0:0.0 ¢

X
X
X

Deleted Page(s) X
No Duplication Fee X
For this Page X

):0:9:0:9.0:0:0:9.0:0.0:9.0:0.0.0.0:0.0:9.0:0.0 ¢



. REASON: 1.4 (C)

c ) . .ﬁf{:ms}:m ON: 12-31-2028
FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) \ TE: 01-D9-2016

aii IHNPORMATION CONTATHED

- ; 1
CIASSTIPIRG RY: Nerq: PRAMOIRAS (B0

BEEBEEIN 15 URCIASEIFIED BELEP T
WHEEER SBHUWH OTHEBWIZE

1
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘ Datc of tamscription 33 /29/2003 .

\Q{ Investigation on __11/28/2003 __at]
{8} Fie # : _Date dicrated . "311/29/2003

This document contains neither recommendations mor conclusions of the FBL. It i the property of the FBY and is Joaned to your agency;

it and its contents are mot 10 be distributed outside your agency.

bl
b3

bl
b3
b6
b7C
b7E




£y
E
-

FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

Continuation of FD-302 of _

0n11/28/2003 P2

(S}

SECRET

bl
b3




, ?

“FD-3028 (Rev. 10695)

Continuation of FD-302of

On 21/28/2003 . Page

e

bl
b3




4 ¥ nkd
¢ (Rev.01:31:2003) ‘ . downlod‘d/x“ "
e ‘
SECRET o "/’V/o‘f
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION o

Precedence: PRIORITY Date: °'11/16/2004
To: Washington Field Attn: SAl ] |
‘Counterterxorism ‘Attn:, uc| |
| - | sl |
International Operations Attn: el |
Amman. ‘Attn: ‘Legat
Paris. Attn: Legat
Rome Attn: Legat '
Vienna Attn:s Legat bé ’
R , b7C
‘From: London b7E
‘Contact:|
Approved. By:
Drafted By:. jh , bl
v _ it b3
(8} case ID #: () {Pending)
§)  Titler (X UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S)
,FALSE INFORMATION 'PROVIDED TO o
U.S. GOVERNMENT REs IRAQI EFFORTS
.TO OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER;
FCI-PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT '(X) ;
(u) | b7E
{3} References WYL oo | bl ,
() | b3

b7E

gy Details: }Bﬁ As the reczplents are-‘aware, captzoned case was
‘ predzcated on a-Senate Select Comnittee on Intelligence (SSCI)
request foxr: the FBI to determine if documents .provided to the
International Atomic Energy Agency -(IAEA) ‘as evidence of Iraqgi

;@T
ClasalRIsD B Wel0 FoAllbaioan

BEASON: 1.4 (B0 P
DEOLASSTEY OM: 1231 9000 |
DATE: 0l-to.ooie '

Bl THvomaTION coNTRINED

BEREEIN 5 UNCLASEIFIED BRCBEPT
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® SECRET @
To: Washinaton Field From: London
{3)—Rer—yg- [ 11/16/2004

efforts to procure uranium from the Republic of Niger, were
fabricated as part of a disinformation campaign. (Perception
Management)

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" (X) Recent develcpments in this investigation havel
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To: Washington Field From:

SERRET

‘London.

{8) - RO G | 11/16/2004

bl
b3




@ SpoeT

To: Washingoton Field From: London

L L 11/16/2004

LEAD(s) :
Set Lead 1: (Info)
ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

Uy $8X Read and clear.
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SECRET
A
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 11/17/2004
To: Counterintelligence Attn: uc [ I
. o , SSA |
International Operations Attn: | __
Washington Field Attn: SA| |
From: Amman )
Contact: ALAT| | i;
. b6
Approved By: | M/{b’b b7C
Drafted By: :db b7E
Case ID #: (S) | | [Pending)
(U} Titler UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S);
FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO
U.S. GOVERNMENT RE IRAQI EFFORTS
TO OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER;
FCI-PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT (X)
{3} Synopsis: IB) -Amman is administratively covering-lead( on
this communication.
Dec y onz
{3 Reéferences M """ | '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' I
Gl
SMT
CO‘\K/\ LQC\ (5} - CLASSIFIED BY: NSICG F54M93E42
\ ¢ 5 BEASOM: 1.4 [C.D)

BECIASSIPFY ON: 172-431 9029

Balk: 01-03-0i16

ALL INFOEMATION CONTAINED
HEEBEIN 15 DMOCIASSETIFIRD FXOFEPT

HEERE SHOWN OTHEHWISE
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] R relevant. . Thus, Amman-is-administratively covering lead.| .

To: Counterintelligence From: Amman .
Re: (S) | |11/17/2004 b1

b3

- —— | As almost two months have past, and Amman has
yet to receive any additional information opn this mattex, Amman
{8} assumes-that the lead-set ‘forth in- serzaﬂzs no longexr

‘without further action.
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To: Counterintelligence From: Amman
Re: (8) | 11/17/2004

LEAD(s) s
Set Lead 1: (Info)
IVING OFFIC

() For information.
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Title:%

SERRET.

'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

Precedence: .ROUTINE: .Date:, .11/23/2004
‘Tos Vienna. 'Attn: -ALAT | L
‘Counterintelligence ‘Attns UC |
‘Attn: 'SSA

‘27
‘From: Washington. Fleld

Squad CT-4.

.Contact: 'SSA
Approved By:
.Drafted By: : pg
.Case. ID: #s , .

(). (Pending) ] 18

UNKNOWN SUBJECT «(S) ;*

'FALSE INFORMATION, PROVIDED TO-
"U.S. GOVERNMENT ‘RE.IRAQI EFFORTS
“TO OBTAIN URANIUM ‘FROM: NIGER,
FCI-PERCEPTION: MANAGEMENT (X)

-------- Details::-

]U(: This investigation:was: predxcated on -a:
03/14/2003 letter from.Senatoxr John D. "Jay" Rockefeller, .IV.
(D-WV)' to-FBI ‘Director ‘Mueller requesting that -the FBI conduct.
an investigation: regardlng whethexr information prov;ded to. the:
U.S. Government .(USG) concerningan:alleged deal. between Niger
‘and Iraq for uranium -(in -which -Niger:.would supply uxanium to
'Iraqg) was ‘'actually a .perception-management 'campaign-to
influence :U.S. policy toward Iraq. 'This-lettex from:.Senatox
‘Rockefeller is: datedfexactly ‘oné ‘week ;after International
‘Atomic ‘Energy. Agency (IAEA). .Directoxr Genexal Dx.:Mohamed El-
:Baradei's public report of" ‘the results .of the. IAEA's. analysis

_SEGRET

all JTHFORATTION CONTAINED
BEBEIN 15 UNCIARS FIFD BRCEPT

WHERE SHOWH OTHEBMISE

bl
b3
b6
b7cC
b7E

bl
b3




Por S
:

"" SECRET j"
To: "Vienna From: Washington Field |
‘Re: (S) '11/23/2004.

of .documents. which had. been provzded to the USG in 10/2002,
and the .IAEA's conclusion that -they were not authentic, .and
that these specific -allegations (Iraq- attempting'to purchase:
uranium from Niger). were unfounded.

(U) Background:

In: 10/2002 an -Italian journalist, |

["went to the U.S. Embassy: in Rome and asked if the U.S-

Government could-authenticate documents. she had recently
xeceived :from & 'source ‘which:.indicated that -there was a
uranium deal between Iraq and Niger.

(U) ‘Investigation to date:

has' been established that ‘the documents

’prov;ded”b?‘ 'to the USG.in '10/2002, 'based on all
information ‘:to:date, were forgeries, ‘and_that there was no
.deal between Iraq, and Niger.. .What: has not beén es:ablﬁshed'ls

in

who created the documents whzch were. provzded ‘£o

'LEAD(8) ¢
Set Lead '1:+ ‘(Action);
.VIENNA, AUSTRIA.
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% SECRET

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE , Date: 08/05/2003

To: Counterintelligence Attn: uc |1 |
= sa

Washington Field Attn: ASAC-IT

"ASAC-CIX
From: Wa%n Field

Contact: SA bl
i b3
Approved By: | YaoN b6
: b7C
Drafted By: of__ | cmp 18] b7E

Case ID #: (S) (Pending je—

{0} Title: ]  UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S);
FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO
U.S. GOVERNMENT RE'IRAQ; EFFORTS
TO OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER;
FCI~-PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT (X);
00: WFO

Documents discussions with] | bl
-Jregarding analysis of the 17 pages of b3
quest:).onable document:s received from the Italian journalist.

w8 Derived Fron : 63
Dec ify ¥

| bl

{1} Administrative: (3 Reference telephone call on 08 b3
between[  |SSA and WFO SAi 1 b6

b7cC
b7E

w) |

W CLASSIFIED BY: NSICG P54M93R42

EEASQON: 1.4 (O}
BECIASSIFY OM: 15-31 2808

DATE: 01-09-2016

ALL TNFORMATION CONTAINED
EEBEIN 15 UNCIASEIFIED BUCERT
WHEBRE SBOWN OTHEBRWISE
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SEGRET '
To: Counterintelligence From: Washington Field
Re: (8) 08/05/2003
L
{Symwwwwwwmwwwmwisi rrrrrrrrrrr Immediately after speaking withj
writer attempted to send an e€-mail message to F D
regaxding the above, however, there was a proplem with the
system. Writer left a voice mail meseags for Unit Chief
T (ue)yd advising-of thel T [@and that writex
would be sending a more explanatory e-mail message the
fol;drlng_dax‘_10n 08/01/2003, writer sent said e-mail message
to UC i __land SsA | Yequesting a
decision from FBIHQ as soon as possible.
_ - (8 on ogf
advised writex that
I
8).
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 WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.Precedence: ROUTINE. Date: 12/06/2004

To: 'Counterintelligence Attns -ssal |

‘Froms. W‘ashington} Field

Contact: 'SA]

_ — bl
Approved 'By: / | b3

X~ be
Drafted By: U"J : CMp b7C

Case ID #: (S) | | (Pending] (5)

T Title: - (}{ UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S) 5
FALSE' INFORMATION PROVIDED TO

U.S. GOVERNMENT RE IRAQI EFFORTS o
‘TO OBTAIN ‘URANIUM FROM' NIGER;' ‘
FCI-PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT (X) * M

b7E

T S Synopsis: uests FBIHO authority tol
{U]?é) Dez:J'M' 3 ’
Decl, y on: 1 .
(v)_| b7E
T Details: (E{ FBIHQ/{ |is requested to| | b7E
QX ‘“
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To: Countexintelligence From: Washington Field
Rei (S) | | 12/06/2004
LEAD(s) ¢
Set- 'Lead 1: (Action)
AT WASHINGTON, DC
I ¢ - ¥ N is requested to]
o |

*
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CLASSIFIED BY: HEICG F54M93F42
REASON: 1.4 (B.C.D

'DECLASSIFY ON: 12-31-2029
B81-09-2016

DATE:
ALE THFORMATION CONTATHED

HEBEIHN 15 UNC ASSTFIED FPACEPT
WHERE ZHOWH OIHBBEWISE

o 04 November 2004
V-4474

POSSIBLE PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT ACTIVITY
DIRECTED AGAINST THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

As you are probably aware from media coverage] | bl

b3

|
he Govemment of Iraq (GOI) and the Government of Niger (GON) may

have been engaged in negotiations for a Uranium purchase by Iraq.

At the requiest of the United States Senate, FBI Director.Robert Mueller ordered that a
forelgn countenntelhgence mvestlgatxon be opened to determine whether ornot documents and
‘related 1tems surroundmg this alleged deal could have been used in a perception management,
campalgn by a foreign power to influence U.S. Government, executive policy makers conceming
Iraq.

Documents surfaced on 9 October 2002, when an Ttalian Journahst provided them to the
American Embassy in Rome. These documients purport a GOI agreement with the GON to
purchase 500 tons of uranium. The documents report. travel to Niamey by the then-Iraqx
Ambassador Al Zahawie, On 7 March 2003, the Director of the Intemnational ‘Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) made a publlc statement to the United Nations that hie believed that the
documents were forgeries.
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This document contains neither recommendations nor coriclusions of the FBI. Tt is the property of the FBY and is
Joanied to your agency; it and its contents are xiot to be distributed outside your agency..




We thank you for your ongoing collaboration.

bl
b3




7 4

“(Rev. 01:31:2003) - ' : | } .
© SE' agi’ '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: 'ROUTINE ‘Date: 12/09/2004

To: Washington Fi€ld Attn: SSA| |

SA:

From:. COUnqerinteliigeﬂfe;___1
'Global Sectio Room: 4133
Contact: SSA | ‘

-Approved By: | 'FZED

Drafted: By: 1| kdu kv

‘Case ID #: (8) Pending)

O} ritier (%) UNKNOWN, ‘SUBJECT(S) 7
FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO"
U:S. GOVERNMENT 'RE IRAQY EFFORTS
TO -OBTAIN .URANIUM. FROM NIGER;
FCI ~ PERCEPTION-MANAGEMENT

Reference: (8). | |

gy ‘Details:s iéﬁ Due to outstanding leads/issues concernlng

captioned mattexr, FBIHO.I |

(uy Lf”theré“ageﬂanv~questions concexrning this matter,

‘please contact SSA
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b3
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b7E
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b7E
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|
bé
I b7C
b7E

CLASEIRIED By : HeIOG FhaManaas g sgq‘
BEEESON: 1.4 (10} i -
DEOIASETFY (M D51 0000

Dallh: 0. -09-0076
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To: Washinaton Field From: Counterintelligence
Re: (S) L 12/09/2004 z;

LEAD(s) ¢
.Set Lead 1: (Info)

WASHINGTON FIELD

AT WASHINGTON, D.C.
(1Y WFO is granted authority by FBIHQ to b7E
*
_SECRET

T L I W
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 01/10/2005

To: Washington Field Attn: SSA
SA

Counterintelligence Attn: UC

ISSA |

|

Intexnational Operations Attn: SSA |

‘ bl
From: Paris b3

Con?iit{ | | b6
b7C

Approved By:Ui b7E

Drafted By:

Case ID #: (8) tFending)

{0} Title: ()  UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S) A
FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO
US GOVERNMENT RE: IRAQI EFFORTS
TO OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER
FCI- PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT (X)

M@ ez e
De ity 3 1

CLASSTPIED BY: NSICC Psavaamds SECRET
REASON: 1.4 (B,C,D)

DECLASSIFY OM: 12-31-2038

DATE: D1-09-2016

a L IHFORMATION COHTATHNED
BHEREIN 5 UHL Lass1FIRD BACRET
WEERE SoOM OTEEHMIGE
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t_ [ SeRg

To: Washington Field From: Paris
Re: (8) 01/10/2005

bl
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(U) Legat Paris will be providing an update on the

request in the near fature.
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To: Washington Field From: Paris
Re: (S) 01/10/2005
LEAD(s) &

Set Lead 1: (Info)
ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

(0) TRead and clear.
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“U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

1a Reply, Please Refer to Washington, D.C. 20535
File. No, February 2, 2005
! m (88 UNKNOWN ‘SUBJECT(S).; -
FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO

U.S. GOVERNMENT RE IRAQI EFFORTS
TO ‘OBTAIN URANIUM FROM' NIGER;

W@T_MAMM;

bl

fgl\\ | 'b3‘

| CLASSIPIED BY: NSICO FS54aM9apao
| REASON: 1.4 (C)
DECLASSIFY ON: 12-31-2030
 DATE: D1-09-2016
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN I5 UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE

This document concains neithexr recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBY
‘and is lcaned:'to youxr agency; it and . its contents are not to be distributed outside youx':agency's
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FEDERAL BUREAU.OF INVESTIGATION'
Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 02/02/2005
Tos: CouUnterintelligence JAttns. VSSAJ» '_| '
Rome JAttn: "A/LEGAT|
‘From:: Washington Field
';ontact':, sa.| bl
b3 g
S /- b6 '
Approved ‘By: _ / ‘ b7C }
Drafted: By: ’ _ P7E .
Case ID #: (S) ‘(Pending)— 13) r
{T} “Titler }é UNKNOWN SUBJECT (S) ;. ’
FALSE INFORMATION. PROVIDED TO: . ,
U.8 . GOVERNMENT ‘RE’ IRAQI EFFORTS :
TO. OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER N '
'FCI-PERCEPTION. MANAGEMENT" (X) M ﬂ
#$8) Provides letterhead memorandum for b7D
oy %
(v) | |
b7E
(0} -Administrative: &7 | | |
R — Enclosure(s): Q{ .Letterhead ‘memorandum dated 02/ 02/2005,
captioned as-above.
bl
L , b3 .
W CLASSIFIED BY: NSICG FhaMasman '
: REASON: 1.4 (B.C.Dj

BECIASSTFEY OH: 15 57 02050
LaiE: 01-65 2016

Al INFORMATION CONTATNED
EBBEIN 15 UNCIASSTIFIED BACERT
WHERE SHOWH OTHEBWISE
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Re: (8) 02

/02/2005

] Enclosed for] I

o XS) WFO greatly a
' asszstance in furtherance of
investigation.

P all of Legat Rome's
and captloned
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, To: Counterintelligence From: Washington Field '
E Re: (S) 02/02/2005 bl

b3
LEAD(s) s
Set Lead 1: . (Action)
ROME
AT ROME. ITALY
{1) | }?&{ Legat Rome is requested: t:o] | z;g
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SECRET’ | f
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
:Precedence: _ROUTINE ‘Date:. 02/03/2005
To: 'Counterintelligence Attn: ‘SSA| |
Vienna * Attn:. ALAT
From:- Washington .Field:
.Contact: SA bl
‘ b3
(A By 2 " b6
:Approved By L mé%" b7C .
Drafted:By: (3| kcmp- b7E f
‘Case. ID #: (8) (Pending) — -(5) ‘
{0)ritle: X8  UNKNOWN' SUBJECT(S) f
[FALSE INFORMA‘I‘ION PROVIDED “TO )
U.S. GOVERNMENT RE IRAQI EFFORTS @ :
TO OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER ' M’( ’
FCI~- PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT (X) :
‘ b1
(S} ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, b3
{gywwﬁgx
(v) | b7E
» : ; b1
.Reference: (S) b3
i@}mmwﬂbetails*wmls¥z ‘Referenced .serial .outlined the basic facts -of "
captioned investigation. On 07/07/2004, ‘the .Senate -Select ‘
‘Committee on Intell;gence (8sc1) publlshed .a.‘report ‘entitled) :
{"Report on. the 'U.S. 'Intelligence Community's Prewar g
‘Intelligence Assessments on Irag." Both.a clagsified and
unclassified/redacted version of ‘this xeport was produced
t
‘SECRET CLASSIFIED BY: NSICG FsdMoapdz
BEASON: 1.4 (C.D) :
DECLASSIFY OM: 12-31-2030 :

4

cpoSeziaec

BatTE: 01-05 3016

aill INFORMATION (ONTATNED
HERBEIN 15 UNCIASEIRIED BALRET
HEERE SHOMWE OTEERWISE
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'To: ‘Counterintélligen From: “Washington Fiéld:
‘Re: (S): | | '03/037/2005

‘The unclasszf;ed/redactedrverszon 'was .made available:to the.

publzc

() The SSCI - ‘xeport Ancluded .a.-.detailéed. section on
the alleged uranium deal .in 2000 between.Niger and' Iraqg..
‘Paragraphs. 2- and: 3: of page .69 :of ‘the unclasszfzed/redacted
.88CI report. state:

(U): :On MarchfSﬁ 2003, £he 'IAEA/INVO.
provided: ... U.S. "Mission 'in"Vienna 'with an
analysis of ‘the. :Nigér' uranium documénts -the
‘U:8..had provided the previous.month. The
IAEA/INVO concluded'‘that the.documents were
;forgeries: and. did ot substantxaterany
assessment that Irag sought to ‘buyuranium
‘from.Niger. Their assessment was based:.on
analy91s'of ‘the- document s ‘and..intexviews
‘with- Iragz_ofﬁlclals.

(U) On .March-:4, °2003,.:the U.S. Government
learned that the French ‘had ‘based theixr
‘initial assessment that Iraqg.had-attempted
to. procure ‘uranium fromaNiger on 'the 'same
documents that the U.S. ‘had provided: to 'the:
INVO..

| Por:the

information of ‘Legat ‘Vienna, Italian citizen]|

bl
b3

b3
b6
b7C .
b7D
b7E




L ST
Tox CounfexinnelliQEncej From: Washington Field
Re: (8) 027/03/2005

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, --$8Y WFO appreciates Legat Vienna's ass
V;enna is requested to direct any questions to . SA

atance.

| (non-secure), or

[ (secure) .

bl
b3

bé
b7C
b7E




To: .Counterintelligencs From: Washington Field
Re: (8) - 02/03/2005
‘LEAD(8): .-
‘ Set Lead 1: (Action)
Vienna
VIENNA
e
|
|
|

*"

bl
b3

bl
b3




]

’ ,
e \‘ -2 »
; : ‘.

“Rev. 01:31-2003)

SECR CON

FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION "

,Precédence{ ROUTINE

‘Tos Counterz.nt:ell:.gence
‘Rome

‘'From: Washington Field:

— - g

Date: 02/03/2005

Attn:. 1SSal

Contact: ’SAJ

‘Approved By::

Drafted. By:.

‘Attn: A/LEGAT| |
| bl
oy e
b6
. b7C
hcmp b7E

Case 'ID'#: (S)|

| (Pending) ™
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FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED "TO
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I} synopsis: (X Provides summary of
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- £5¥% 'BACKGROUND INFORMATION/2004 PUBLIC ADMISSIONS BY

. SE . CON l

To: Cdun:eninnélligence1“From; Washington Field 1
‘Re:  (8) 02/03/2005

b3

(U) In 08/2004, Italian citizen | was
identified in the European press as 'the sourxce of the
‘fraudulent. documents regarding the alleged uranium deal in

Effff:ff%ween Nigexr: and Irag. It was also reported that

was a paid source of the French foreign intelligence
service (DGSE), and that it was the DGSE which had been
interested in information relating to Niger's uranium
industry, ‘as a consortium controlled by @ French company (ies)
maintains a controlling intereést in thai[iffffffﬁ& Soon
aftex, it was Yeported in the ‘media tha as the
subject of a criminal dinvestigation by the Prosecutor's: Office

in Rome, and had been interrogated by Assistant Public
Prosecutor]

(U) Ssubsequent to his 1nterrOgati0n“b?1 |
gave an. intexview to Ital;an‘journal;st |
This intexview. appeared in the 09/21/2004 edition of
Il Giornale. According to.Il Giornale (as tranSWﬁ 5
an

Efffi::fqe following exchange took place between

[:::::::] You speak. of total good faith, but the file
which you -slipped. to Panorama and which the
weekly failed to publish aftexr' checking the
affair out, was a spectacular hoax.

I did not know that it was & hoax, and
there is proof of what I say. I have been
engaged in 1ntelllgence for many years,
offering my cooperatlon to various
intelligence services including the ‘French,
about whom a: great. deal has been. said:and
about. whom we will be talking latexr on.
The hoax began one day when a Nigerien
Embassy source who had proven to. be
reliable on previous occasions and who had
contacts alsc with the collaborator of a
SISMI aide, passed on to me a whole lot of
information. It is txue that that
information included. some references toc a
Uranium traffic between Nigex''and Irag.
What did I do at that juncture? I passed
it on to the French secret service, with

'SECRET.
3
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To:
Rezs

SECRE ORCON

Countexintelligence From: Washington Field.

|02/03/2005 bl

b3

which I am :in touch and by which I was

remunerated. I passei.d_z.un_alﬁ.o_m_‘
Panorama (journalist

which. assessed it 'in order to study .it,
dispatching a xeporter tc Niger and tuxrning

‘the file over to the U.S. Embassy in .Rome
-for cross-checking.

What happened ‘then?

The female journalist told me that the trip
to Niger had not produced any real
confirmation, and also the French confirmed
to me that the reports I had passed on to
them were groundless, But at that juncture
the beans had been spilled. The file was
czrculatzng, the xeports contained in it
were going around the world, and Bush and
Blair ‘'were talking about. those documents,
albeit without actually mentioning them. I

‘turned the television on and I did not

believe my ears...

France's game, opposed as it was to
intervention in Iraqg and plannlng to cook
0p ‘a "poisoned meat ball" to give the lie
to the United States .and to the United
Kingdom, which were hunting around 'for' any’
kind of excuse to justify the invasion of
Irag: Nigergate.

I do not know what you are talking about .
These arxe lunatic ravings, among othex
reasons because the documents in gquestion

‘originated back in 2000, a year before the

attack on the Twin Towers 'in New York and
thxee years before Bush's decision to

proceed with the war against Saddam.

Somecne may have remembered those

Jbasket, and released them back znto

circulation at the right moment.
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:Counterintelligence From: Washington. Field

(8)

02/03/2005

‘with Prosecutor

3

Anything 1ssposs;ble. And in. any case, I
.am ‘the victim, ‘the- €ool ‘used by someone for
games much bigger ‘than me.

'When did .you realize that 'you were in
trouble?:

When I read :an article ‘ina Brltlsh

fnewspaper‘that more :ox .less: called'me. a

hardened criminal, pointing the. finger' of
accusation 'at merasra .double-crossexr
working for ‘the French, who were clearly:

41nterested in what we were talking about

just now.

‘But ‘you were followed, ‘photographed, .and
'recorded .while speakzng with 'French.agents:

So? I .told you, I cooperate with: them.

.And not -only with them. -But I did not plot
against Italy ox ‘against the ‘United !States-

The:British,oo7s‘thinkﬁotherwiseg
,That,is'theirfbuEinessi
You told the Sunday Timés in .an interview

that alsc.the Itdlian Government and the
‘SISMI were involved in 'the. Nigergate

affair. Then- you ‘backtracked: when talking

does the -truth. lie?

I reached.a: prel;mlnary agreement: with the
Sunday Times' for an interview, that was
never conducted. We talked about this and

‘that, 1nc1ud1ng ‘the- 'SISMI, but only to -say

that my souxce on the tranium traffic was:

.the rsame .as the: source of ‘an. Italian

1ntellzgence ‘sexvice aide. ‘As far'as- I
know, the -SISMI has nothing to do with it.

I never, 'and: I repeat, never said.that
Forte Braschi (SISMI's- Rome .headgquarters),

was: involved, and.certainly -not that .the

"Italian. Government was involved.

SESRET
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the other day. Where:
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To::
Re=x

S oronyonion @

Counterintelligence
(8) |

The truth is that I have been duped,
manipulated, used. I would like to figure
out ‘why they chose me; I do have ‘some idea,
but without any evidence one gets nowhere.

‘From: Washington Field
02/03/2005

b

‘Whom ‘were you duped, manipulated, used by?

If I knew that, I would dash off to report
it to the mag;stracy, to whom indeed I have
already handed over important documents ‘and
revealed the names of all the players in
this murky business.
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From: Washington Field
02/03/2005
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bl
b3
bé
b7C
b7E

bl
b3

b7E

bl .
b3

n—
;GFOSDZQthc

CLASSIPIED BY: HEICG PhaMosmpas
REASON: 1.4 (B.C.D}

DECLASSIFY ON: 12-31-2030

DATE: 01-12-201¢6

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
BEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED BEXCEERT
WHERE SHOWH OTHERWISE




<

Tor
‘Res

Coun

(s)

Ferintelligence

C )

‘From: Washington Field

02/08/2005

LEAD(8) ¢
Set Lead 1:

BARIS

(Action)

*

bl
b3

bl
b3




[

- RE: Iraq matter ‘ SMT ‘ Page 11 —l

ClassRiRD By Hs10G Fhdlackel
BEESON: 1.4 (B,0,01

b6 DECLASSIFY ON: 12-31-2030
From: | |(CD)(FBI) b7C DATE: 01-12-2016
To: | | ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Date: 176/05 8.05PM HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT
Subject: RE: Iraq matter WHERE SHOWN OTHERWLSE
(&}t RECORD[
bl
- b3
====-Original Messagge==~:
Fromy N
s;ejm:_tmwmaiy 06, 2005 1:33 PM b6
To (CD)(FBI) 7e
Ce |(WF) (FBI)] |(CD) (FB)
Subject: RE: Iraq matter’
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- RE: Iraq matter ‘ b7C ' Page 2 |
I
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, bl
"""""""""""""""""""""""""" b3
I will handle getting vou the text tomorrow. Don't know why you
cantread it, but well fix it.
It's late, so Il get back to you all tomorrow. b6
b7C
b7E
>>>] | (CD) (FBI) 01/06/05 03:00PM >>>
Y D
NON-RECORD
Deal | bl
{8 b3
b6
b7C
Happy New Year to you and welli be in touchCl
Fro _ | o '
Sent: Thursd nuary 06, 2005 8:09 AM
To: CD) (FBI) bl
Cc: i (CD) (FBI) b3
Subject: Re: Iraq matter bé
b7C
{2y
i




L w—
help. Tha’nk'){o‘ui |

uide G-3, dated 1/97, Foreign

t RE: Iraq matter ‘ . Page 3 |
bl
b3
b6
b7C

>>>| [CD) (FBI) 01/03/05 04:02PM >>>
""""" RECORD[ — ]
Happy NewYe’arIZl
bl
Just wanted to let vou know| ; | b3
Did et my last e-mail regardi
{S} id you get my last e-mail re i in | i?c
| [We may be briefing Congress on or about 01/25/05, so b7D
(54 § appreciate your bTE
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FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO
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Eon ey

Reference: (S)
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DECLASSIPY OM: 12-31-2030
DATE: 01-12-2016

ALL INPORMATION CONTAINED
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WHERE SHOWK OTEEBWISE

Administrative: (&) Reference e-mail, dated § March 2005 to

informal assessment of chd[:::]
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To: Counterxintelligence From: Paris
Re: (8) 03/09/2005 bl

b3

(0) Legat Paris considers this lead covered.




To: 'Counterintelligence From: Paxis
Re: (S) 03/09/2005

LEAD(s) ¢
Set Lead 1: (Info)
ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

(U) Read and clear.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Precedence: ROUTINE - Date: 03/09/2005
To: Counterintelligence Attn:
International Operations Attn: Europe Unit | ]
Rome Attn: A/Ledat]
WasHingronsField CATENL E)

From: Paris
Contacts | |

Approved By

Drafted By:

Case ID #: (S) | Pending) ¢

@) Titler —(€)  UNSUB(S) . , _
FALSE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO
US GOVERNMENT RE IRAQI EFFORTS
TO.OBTAIN URANIUM -FROM NIGER
FCI-PERCEPTION. MANAGEMENT (X0
00: WE

(v) |

Reference: (S)

18 I_Aszmnj.straeive p 28) | 1
!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,, | The details'?éré

provided bv Legat Paris to FBIHO SsSAl

==

CIlARSTIRIFD BY: HSTOO 2FS4MO8K40
BEASON: 1.4 (O}
DECIABSTFY OH: 19-31-2030

Batk: 01-315-2016
ALL IWPORMATION CONTAINED

' HEBEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCERT
WHERE SHOWN OTHEBWISE
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S ®

To: Counterintelligence

Re: (8)

oo ®

From: Paris

03/09/2005

| in

addition, a summary was prepaxed by Legat Parxis, upon hexr retlixin

to the office. For unknown reasons, this document does not
appear in the file or within ACS, thus, this EC is being
transmitted with the same information originally provided to
{5 clear a lead set by FBIHQ in serialf | on February 19, 2004,
three months aftex being infoxrmed of the interview. Legat Paris
regrets any difficulties that may have been caused by this.

>
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Tox ‘cour._:_exinmug’gnc_e‘_l From: Paris
Re: (S) 03/09/2005

(U) Legat Paris considers this lead covered.
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To: Counterintelligence 'Froms Paris
Rexz (S) | | 03/09/2005

LEAD(s) ¢
Set Lead 1: (Info)
ALL . RECEIVING OFFICES

(U) Read and clear.
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Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 03/15/2005
To: Counterintelligence Attn: SSA|
Vienna ‘Attn: A/ALAT | |
From: ‘Washinfton Fielad
‘Contact: SA' |
, . i b1l
‘Approved By: | |JMN%J’ b3
L . b6
Drafted‘By}cfi kmp b7cC
_ _ \ b7E
Case. ID #: (S) (Pending)'— “(5)
{0} Titler 18]  UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S) ;

LFALSE "INFORMATION PROVIDED TO

U.S. GOVERNMENT RE ‘IRAQI EFFORTS

“TO OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER; @

’FCI-PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT (X) @ﬂQ

{0} Synopsis: [8{ Discontinues lead to Vienna.
gm ................... M Dermj
Dec y Onx
(U) |
Reference: (8) |
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 1

| | In Yight of recent developments -in captioned
investigation, this lead'is no longexr necessary and is- being
-discontinued. WFO appreciates Legat Vienna's:assistance.

*

CLASSIFIED BY: HSICC PS54M93R42
REASON: 1.4 (O}

DECLASSIFY ON: 12-31-2030

DATE: 01-12-2016

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HERETN 15 UNCLASSIPIED EXCEPT
WHERE SHOWH OTHEBWISE
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. Sub:=file ‘Purpose ~
| bt I ‘maintains copies of documents bl
: ‘provided by | b3
: b6
b7C
| “SEERET™ CLASSIFIED BY: HSICG F54M93R42

SECRET_
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Precedence: ROUTINE . Date: 03/23/2005
To: Washington Field

.From: Washi n Field

b6
Approved By: | Mi)ut :;g
‘Drafted-By: f cp

Case ID #:. (S) | _i(Pepding)= (3) ‘
(8) (Pending).
(8) ‘(Pending)
(8) (Pending)

@y Titles I8 UNKNOWN SUBJECT(S);
'FALSE 'INFORMATION PROVIDED TO @
‘U.S.. GOVERNMENT RE IRAQI EFFORTS
TO :OBTAIN URANIUM FROM NIGER;: M
FCI-PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT (X)

Synopsis: .(U) Opens sub-files.

OO R
Dec 31 fy Ome- -

g ~Deﬁails{'”ﬁ§ It is requested-that the following sub-files: be

BEAEON: 1.4 [0}

DECIARS 7Y (: 10-51-2830
Dalim: dl-12-0016

ALl THFORATION COHTATHED
EEREIN 5 UMCIASSIPIRD BECOPET
WHERE SEOWH OTHEBMISE

05082 b.ec

b1
Contact: ~SA1 b3 .

(o | | b7E




To: Washington Field From: Washington Field

Re: (8) | | 03/23/2005 z;,
b6
b7C

vl maintains press/Internet reports

maintains xedacted SSCI Report.

~ (U) The above sub-files should be opened. and
assigned to SA
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-Precedence:: ROUTINE Date::

.02/23/2005

To: Washington Field: Attn: SA|

From: Counterintelligence

.Global Section

‘Contact:

Ss.

oom. 4133

Approved Byt

‘Drafted .By:
‘Case .ID #=»

”WTitle{“€)g5

273)

|:duWP

(s) |

|pending)

UNKNOWN - SUBJECT (S)';
‘FALSE INFORMATION' 'PROVIDED TO' THE
U.S\

GOVERNMENT, ‘RE: IRAQI 'EFFORTS TO
OBTAIN. URANIUM. ‘FROM NIGER,
FCI - .PERCEPTION :MANAGEMENT

. Synopsis: ¥S) Provi
18— information .from.the

s of a 'query :for
regardxng the.-above

‘captioned imatter.

'Enclosure s): Cgi .Fox WFO.

is a ‘xesponse .frxom the[:::::::]

n,regardxng the above .-
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CLASSIFPIED BY: NSICG FS4MO3R4A2
REASON: 1.4 (C)

DECLASSIFY ON: 12-31-2030

DATE: 01-12-201%

ALl THFOBMATION CONTATNED
BEBEIN 15 ONCIASSTIFIFRD BRCPET
WHEBE SHOWH OTHREEMISE
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To: Washington Field From:

Re: (8)]

SEeRET

Counterintelligence

| 02/23/2005

- (V) Xf !
please contact SSA|

| (See attached)

rhexre are any questions regarding this matter,
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To: Washington Field From:

Set Lead 1:. (Info)

Wésgz NGTON 'E:IEI_;D_
AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

(U) 1Info only.
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To: Counterintelligence Attn: SSA
Washington Field Attn: SA] |
International Operations Attn: UC| |
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oy e bl
From: Vienna b3
Contact: TDY SSA| pe
b7C
,Approved By: V b7E
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To: Counterintelligence From: Vienna

| 03/22/2005

Details:

alleged uranium deal in 2000 between Niger and Iraq.
2 and 3 of page 69 of the unclassified/redacted SSCI report

state:

(&Y. “Referenced ber‘ialox‘:t;lined the basic facts of
captioned investigation. On 07/07/2004, the Senate Select
Committee on Intelligence (SSCI) published a report entitled,
"Report on the U.S. Intelligence Community's Prewar Intell;gence
Assessments on Irag." Both a classified and

tnclassified/redacted version of this report was produced.
unclassified/redacted version was made available to the public.

The

(U) The SSCI xeport included a detailed section on the

(U) On Maxrch 3, 2003, the IAEA/INVO provided
... U.S. Mission in Vienna with an analysis
of the Niger uranium documents the U.S. had
provided the previocus month. The IAEA/INVO
concluded that the documents were forgeries
and did not substantiate any assessment that
Irag sought to buy uranium from Niger. Their
assessment was based on analysis of the
documents and interviews with Iragi
officials.

(U) On March 4, 2003, the U.S. Government
learned that the French had based theirx
initial assessment that Iraq had attempted to
documents that the U.S. had provxded to the
INVO.

Paragraphs
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From: Vienna

To: Cou
03/22/2005

| Based upon this information, Vienna considers

referenced lead covered. Vienna stands ready to provide
additional assistance on this matter as needed.

Sponar.
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To: Counterintellicence From: Vienna
O U I — 03/22/2005

LEAD(s) ¢
Set Lead 1: (Info)
ALL RECEIVING OFFICES

Read and clear.
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‘To: Counterintelligence Attn: AD Dave Szady
‘DAD Tim Bereznay
SC ‘Rick DesLauriers;,
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g / AR Ez
Approved By:
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b7E
'Drafted By: Uﬁ |:cmp’ %
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REASON: 1.4 (B,C,D)

DECLASSIFY ON: 12-31-2030

DATE: D1-12-2016 W
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HERETIN 1S UNCLASSTIFIED EXCEPT

WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE

N
cpo5DIte el




To: Counterintelligence From: Washington Field
Re: (S) | |03/15/2005

Details: ”}§3 As recipients are aware, captioned

investigation was predicated on a 03/14/2003 lettexr from U.S.
Senator John D. Rockefellexr, IV, Vice Chairman of the Senate
Select Committee on ;ntellzgence, to FBI Directoxr' Mueller.
‘Below is the text of that letter:

"Deax Director Mueller:

As 'you know, the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)' has recently detexrmined that some of the intelligence
documents provided to it by the United States are forgeries.
These documents were prov;ded to the IAEA as' evidence of Iraqgi
-efforts to ‘procure uranium from the Republic of Niger. I am
writing to request that the Federal Bureau of Investigation
investigate this matterx.

While U.S. concerns regarding alleged Iraqi nuclear
weapons, development programs ‘have not been based primarily on
these forgeries, there is a possibility that the fabrication
of these documents may be part of a largexr deception campaign
aimed at manzpulatlng public opinion and foreign policy

regarding Irag. Hence, I believe it is important to ascertain

the following: the source of the documents; the level of
sophistication of the forgeries; the motivation of those
responsible for' the forgeries; why the Intelligence Community’
did not recognize the documents were fabricated; and the
‘extent. to which these forgeries may be part of a larger
disinformation campaign.

A thorough investigation should, at a minimum, help
to allay any concerns that the U.S. Intellzgence Communlty, ox
other elements of the U.S. Government, wexe involved in the
creation of these documents in order to build support for' the
Administration's policies. T hope to heaxr from you as
'expedxtxously ag possible. I greatly appreciate your
-assistance in this matter.

Sincerely, N
John D. Rockefeller, IV
Vice Chairman®
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To: Counterintelligence From: Washington Field
Re: (8) | | 03/15/2005

») At the direction 95'FBIHQ/COunterintelligence

L__ | Legat London. Legat Parxis, Ledat
Rome, and Legat Vienna. |

[ (8% At this point in time, after 21 months of
znvestzgatmon, all of the questions/points raised in Senatoxr
Rockefeller's letter can be answered:

bl
b3

bl
b3
b7E




#

]
[}

v L 3
S L

® BweRsT ®
To: Counterintelligence From: Washington Field
Re: (8) 03/15/2005

""""""""""""""" ' W””W}§§ ‘Motivation of those responsible for the

forgerieg: | ]

.............................................. Why the Intelllgence c°munlty did not
recognize the documents were fabricated: once the USIC
finally received the documents (aftex provided them to
the U.S. Embassy on 10/09/2002), the documents were considered
‘suspect; at. best, and likely forxgeries.

Zgi The extent to which these forgeries may be part

—of a larger disinformation campaign | |

(5) While there have
_theories promoted in. the. media, [ o

acy

has answered all of the questions/issues posed by Senatox
Rockefellex's letter--the documents were not created as part
of a perception management campaign to influence public

opinion and foreign policy regarding the invasion of Irag. In

the bottom line is that FBI investigation to date

reading the letter, |

WFO believes no purpose "will be served by contznulng wzth this
lxnvestlgatlon. ‘Therefore, WFO is placing the captioned mattex
in closed status.
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To: Washington Field Office From: Los Angeles
Re: (S) 05/10/2008

\ b

~ (U) WFO's assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.
I£ there are any questions regarding this mattex, please contact
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To: Washington Field Office  From: [Los . Angeles
Re: (S) ~]0s/10/2008

LEAD(s) ¢ '

Set Lead 1: (Action)

‘WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE
AT WASHINGTON. D
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‘To: Los Angeles From: Washington Field

‘Re: (8) . 07/11/2005

(U) .For the information.of recipient, captioned
matter was closed on 04/01/2005, | |

(U) 'WFO considers this lead covered.
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‘To: Rome
‘Re: (8) |

[
3
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From: Counterintelligence

| 01/04/2006

‘Details: 8} The Counterxintelligence Division, CD-2 (Global)
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To: Rome, From: .Counterintelligence

Re: () | , 01/04/2006 s
Set Lead 1: (Action)
ROME
ME. T
Legat Rome is requested to| b7E
Set. Lead 2: (Action).
.
AT WASHINGTON, DC
b7E

Set.Lead 3: (Info)
ALL RECEIVING OFFICES
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Re: .(8) | 01/09/2006
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'Set Lead 1: (Action)
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AT WASHINGTON, DC
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Washington Field From: Céﬁhterintelligence
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"TTUTHE ITALIAN JOBT

By Jay Solomon
And Gabriel Kahn
OR MUCH of the past decade,
Rocco Martino floated in ob-
1 seurity on the margins of the

Italian worked briefly for his coun~.
try’s military-intelligence service,
was kicked out, then continued to
free-lance with "SISMI, as it is
known. He scraped together a live
‘ing selling intelligence tips under
An ever-shifting list of aliases to
other.agencies or Journalists.

* 1.Then he stumbled a¢réss some~

[ UV RPRN | —

global spy game. The silver-haired’

“thirigthat, inthe charged climate fob+

How phony Iraq:memos left
- acareer spy out in the cold
Journalist didn’t buy Mr. Martino’s intelligence

lowing the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist:
attacks inthe U.S,, he thought could
be ahot lead: 17 telexes, memos and
Yetters purporting to show how Sad-
dam Hussein had acquired 500 tons -
of “yellowcake,” a processed wra~
‘nium ore, from the African nation of
Niger to build nuclear weapons.
Over dinner at an upscale Ro~
man restaurant in October.2002, .
Mr.Martino offered themto anJtals
fan journalist for about $12,000, °
Henevergot paid. The journalist .
concluded,correctly, thatthey were

-fakes. But she énded up unwittingly

PIe’a#e turn to page 2
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Memos left spy in cold

Continued from first page
feeding the papers into the interna-
tional intelligence machine, which
turned them into part of the U.S.
case for toppling Saddam Hussein.

Now, the 67-year-old Mr. Mar-
tinois at the center of aU.S. Federal
BureauofInvestigationcounterespi-
onage probe, according to a senior
FBI official. As they seek to deter-
mine whether a foreign country in-
tentionally misled the U.S. intelli-
gence commumty about Mr. Hus-
sein’sactivities,agentsare tryingto,
answer these questions: Who cre-
ated the fakeintelligencein the first
place;andwhy? WasMr.Martinoac-
tivelytryingtoaidthe caseforwar?
Washeapawnforotherswhowere?

*Rocco was a set up® for some-
one'else, contends Democratic Rep.
Maurice Hinchey of New York, who
failed in Decembertopush aresolu-
tionthroughthe House of Represen-
tatives compelling the White House
torelease documents related to the
Niger case.*Westilldontknowwho

[the Italian} was working with.*

While Mr. Martino spent much
of his cdreer peddling stories to
journalists, he now won't talk to
the press. He declined repeated in-

| terview requests through his Rome
lawyer, Giuseppe Placidi.-Mr. Pla-
cidi says he believes somebody

| must have forged the documents
but that it wasn’t Mr. Martino.
SISMI has also denied forging or
dxssenunatmg the dossier.
-~ A native of the southern Italian
region of Calabria, Mr. Martino
spent the early years of his profes-

Elisabetta Burba, the journalist
who met Mr. Martino that night in
October 2002, says she has known
himfor closetoadecadeand had re-
ceived solid information from him
in the past. For some information,
she paid him, anot-uncommonprac-
tice among Italian journalists.

His lawyer, Mr. Placidi, says his
client has worked recently as a paid
operauve of France’s intelligence
service, the Direction Generale dela
Securite Exterieure, or DGSE. A
spokespersonforthe DGSE declined
repeated requests for comment.

According to several people who
heard Mr. Martino’s account, the bo-
gus Niger documents came into his
possession after a tip from his long-
time handler at SISMI. Thehandlerin-
troduced Mr. Martino to an Italian
womanwhowas workingat the Niger
EmbassyinRome. Mr. Martino called
her “the signora.” They had their first
meetingin February 2000, according

" to people familiar with Mr. Martino’s

account. The purported handler
couldn’t be reached for comment.
The signora, identified in a re-
port by Rome prosecutors as Laura
Montini,beganregularlypassingon
tidbits of information, according to
Rome prosecutors and others who
discussed the matter with Mr. Mar-
tino.Mr.Martinohas saidtheltalian
woman eventually began providing
telexes and files depicting the sale
of uranium yellowcake from Niger
toIraq, according to several people
who have interviewed him. -
Reached at the Niger Embassy in
Rome, Ms. Montini said she has never

-stonal career in the carabiniert; Ita=———met Mr:-Martino and only fearned his

ly’s military-police force. His on-
again, off-again relationship with
SISMI was revealed by the current
head of the agency, Gen. Nicold Pol-
lari, to a closed Italian parliamen-
tary commission last year, accord-

ing to Italian Sen. Luigi Malabarba,

a oY) AT A

ommission.

name from newspapers. She also'de-
clinedto confirmordenythat shewas
questioned in relation to the probe
conducted by Rome prosecutors,
which was eventually dropped.

It wasn’t long after receiving
thedocuments that Mr.Martinobe-
gan seeking to peddle them to po-
tential buyers. He tried to interest
France’s DGSE, according to his at-
torney and those who interviewed
Mr. Martino. He also traveled to
Brussels and tried to pass them on
to the British Embassy, according
to Gen. Pollari’s testimony. Around
the same time, he sought out the
wider media world, including the
Italian journalist, Ms. Burba.

Ms. Burba says she spent weeks

. trying to verify their authenticity,
| even traveling as far as Niger. She
| ultimately concluded that the dos-
| sier was a fabrication. Some of the

documents were dated before the
events to which they referred; cru-

cial details were missing; and one

piece of correspondence between
the Niger and Iraq governments

' was written, improbably, in Italian.

She says Mr. Martino was upset
when she refused to pay him, and
sent a text message toher phonein-
sisting the papers-were legitimate.
As part of her attempts to cor-
roborate the papers, Ms. Burba de-
livered the documents to the Ameri-
can Embassy in Rome, according to
the journalist and an account of the
event described by a report on pre-
war intelligence by the U.S. Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence.
Embassy officials never com-
mented to Ms. Burba. But they did
send the documents back to the
State Department’sintelligence arm
inWashington, the Bureau of Intelli-
gence and Research, or INR. A week
later,onOct.16, State Department of-
ficialsinWashingtonwere distribut-

| ing copies in a meeting of an inter-

agency task force that included rep-
resentatives of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, the Pentagon and the
National Security Agency, accord-
ing to the Senate report.

N

Rocco Martino, who made a
living selling intelligence tips, is
currently at the center of a US.
probe over documents now known
“to be fake purporting to show
how Saddam Hussein had
acquired uranium ore.

This wasn’t the first time Ameri-
can officials had heard reports that
Iraq was pursuing Niger’s yellow-
cake.SISMIhadpassedontipstothe
CIA to that effect in late 2001 and
early 2002, according to U.S. intelli-
gence officials. But the Martino-
Burba dossier was the first time
they had gotten firsthand evidence.

U.S. President George W.Bushaas-
serted in his 2003 State of the Union
addressthat Iraq was seeking topro-
cureuranjum from Africa. The White

THOUSE denies 1f relied on Mr. Marti-
no’s documents to make its claims,
citinginstead aBritish*white paper”
that made a'similar claim. But sev-
eral membersofthe U.S. intelligence
community say they are convinced
thatall intelligence referring toura-
nium purchases from Niger were re-
lated to Mr. Martino’s documents.

TheInternational AtomicEnergy
Agency in March 2003 publicly pro-
nounced the documents to be fakes.
And after the U.S. invasion of Iraq
that same month, the CIA acknowl-
edged that many of the claims con-

- cerninguraniumpurchasesinAfrica
werebased on flawed intelligence.

In the summer of 2004, Mr. Mar-
tino met with reporters for the Sun-
day Times of London in a cafe at the
Brussels trainstation, Healleged that
he had been'set up by SISML accord-
ingtothe article that ranonAug. 1, but.
demanded money for his full story.

*1 sell information, I admit,” he
said, according to the article. Two
British journalists balked at his re-
quest for cash, but not before surrep-
titiously snapping his photograph.

With his photo now public, it
wasn’tlongbefore othersinItaly rec-
ognized Mr.Martino and newspapers
begantopublish hisname.Inastring
of subsequent articles that raninthe
summer of 2004, everything from
Mr. Martino’s work with SISMI to his
financial troubles were published in
Jtalian and European publications.

Mr.Martinobegan courting adif-
ferent setofjournalistsacrosstheAt-
lantic: producers fromthe CBS show
*60 Minutes IL.” The CBS journalists
were reporting 3 story on the role
thefaked Niger documents playedin
the Bush administration’s push for
war in Iraq, according to three peo-
ple who worked on the project.

CBS has yet to run the program,
because'of a debate'over whether it .
is ready to air. Kevin Tedesco, a
spokesman for *60 Minutes,” says
the news program’s journalistscon-
tinue to report the Niger story and
that “we won’t rule out airing this
material in the future
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Personal Journal

A guide to video on the Web
Page 35, plus more online
> WSJ.com/EuroLinks
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News in depth

Banking on blood
Hunt for a safe, workable
substitute can tap a vein of
disappointment > Page:.@ ”

" What’s News—

Business & Finance

power

Natural’ )

cement its dlaim as the world's
Jargest utility. Pages 1, 19

m Barclays’s 2005 net rose
59% on strong investment-bank
ixxgresxﬂt&blxtitwashunby
bad-debt provisions. Pages 3, 19
m Australian buyout firm Bab-
cock & Brown ftp}z;ms to launch 2

$2.9 billion offel
com operator Eircom. Page 4

m US. stocks declined late after-
noon amid a rise in oil prices. Ja-
pan's Nikkel average

2.96% in a rebound. Pages 20,26
= The U.S. inflation level is
too high for some Fed officials,
minutes to the central bank’s
Jan. 31 meeting show. Page 8

# Deutsche Borse suggested it
was ready to resume merger
talks with Furonext. Page 22

World-Wide

The U.S. Congress was headed
for a confrontation with the White
House over a deal to transfer port
management toa Dubai-controll

company. Republican Jawmakers
joined Democrats urging a delay
on national-security concerns

and threatened Jegislative action.
Bush vowed to veto any con-

gressional interference. Page 3

m Iran painted talks with Rus-
sia over its nuclear program as

ticism in Moscow that Tehran
is ready for compromise on the
Jocation of uranium enrichment.

a The EU failed to agree whether
to let poultry farmers vaccinate
flocks on fears it would mask pird-
flu spread. Hungary and Slova-
Xia confirmed outbreaks. Page 9

m Mladic was located but the

top Bosnian Serb war-crimes fu-
gitive wasn’t yet arrested, a Ser-
bian official said, denying reports.

Italy’s top curler wears Prada
B At 22, Joel Retornaz is the *skip’ of
‘ .' his team—and the toast of ‘his country -
y > Page 16, more at WSJ.com/Olympics

-Cadbury’snetroselw%and
the UK. fim said cost cuts and
pri .xiseswmoffsetxisingeom-
modity costs by 2007. Page 4

m Publicis is launching a firm to
advise marketers on digital tech-
nologies. It also will invest in me-
dia-technology start-ups. Page 6
a Wal-Mart’s earnings rose
13%, but the retailing giant said
rising interest costs would con-
strain results this year. Page 6

u France’s and Luxembourg’s
moves to shield Arcelor from Mit-
tal run counter to the spirit of EU
law, an EU official said. Page 7

m CAO Singapore’s ex-finance.
chief was sentenced to tWo years
in prison and fined for his role
in a derivatives scandal. Page 24
m China’s economy is expected
to grow about 9.3% this year,
government economist said. Chi-
na’s central bgnk gave no hint
of a yuan-policy shift. Page 24
EDITORIALZOPINION
Quite a jolt

E.On’s Endesa bid is just what
the EU energy market needed.
Business Europe. Page 12

Panted B ka\ybvﬁwswwuﬁaﬂt,

& The EU Commission dismissed
bleak French and German GDP re-
ports, saying economic growth in
the euro zone will pick up in 2006.

m Baghdad was rocked by a car.
bombing that killed 22. The UK's
Straw was in the nation, j

U.S, calls for a unity government.

m Christian and Muslim mobs hit
two Nigerian cities in riots that
Kiled 24 following Muham-
mad-¢artoon protests Saturday.

m Nigerian militants called for-_
independent mediators to nego-
tiate the release of nine foreign
oil workers they have captured.

= The U.S. high court agreed to
consider & ban on late-term abor-
tions, with new members weigh-
ing the issue. WSJ.com/Eurolinks
m Food aid may resume to North
Korea, as a World Food Program
official presents a plan to get

limited supplies flowing. Page 8

n Italy signed a deal under which
the New York Met will return antic-
uities Rome says were looted in
exchange for loans of artifacts.

=m Lawrence H. Summers will
resign as president of Harvard
University at the end of the aca-
demic year. Ws).com/Eurolinks

Bid for $34.7 billion
by German company
trumps Gas Natural

Power giant E.On AG’s surprise
€291 billion ($34.7 billion) offer
forEndesaSA, Spain'sleadingelec-
tricity utility, is @ bold bid to ce-
ment the German company’s claim
as the world’s largest power-and-
gas provider, and it could set off a
consolidation of Europe’s huge en-
ergy market just as regulators are
hoping to foster more competitors
in the sector.

The all-cash offer of €2750 a
share trumps an earlier unsolicited

By Mike Esterl in Frankfurt
and Keith Johnson in Madrid

cash-and-stock bid by Spain’s Gas
Natural SDG SA that values Endesa
atabout €21.20 ashare. EOn’s offer
representsthe biggest utilities take-
over bid on record and, excluding

er for Irish tele~ “positive;” b 'ﬁt’tﬁ“eié“v«“aﬁkepr-ﬂﬂﬂebtrme’srmes

t-evercashr
only deal, according to Dealogic, a
financial-data service.
1f E.On succeeds, the deal would
be the biggest step by far in consoli-
dating the European power indus-
try, at a time when several aggres-
sive and cash-rich former state mo-
nop olie CO 8 §
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Tos Couqnerinnell;gensg1 From: ‘Washington, Field
Re: (8) 02/27/2006
‘Reference: (S)
(s):
Administrative: - -(8{__Reference meeting held at FBIHO[ _ ]om
etween —_1SC S, IA/0s
FO/ |ssa Sa| |
SA. I

captzoned ;nvestlgatzon was a letter from.a Member of the
Senate Select Committee on :Intelligence (SSCI). This lettexr
requested ‘that 'the FBI' investigate whethexr the creation of
£raudulent documents, which were provided' to the IAEA by the
U.S. Government, and indicated that Irag had attempted to
'purchase‘uranzum yellowcake from Niger, was part of a laxgexr
deception .campaign aimed at manipulating public opiniocn and.
foreign policy regarding Iraq. (Note: The documents had. been
received by the U.S. Embassy 'in Rome on 10/09/2002, from

| |) An investigation was
conducted, the FBI answexed all of the guestions posed in the
sscY letter, and the investigation was closed by the FBI :on
04/01/2005. SSCI was briefed on the closing of the:
investigation, and was satisfied with the investigation
conducted and agreed with: the closing.
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TO:x couﬁ;ezin;gll;gsnge1 From: Washington Field ‘
Re: (8) 02/27/2006 bl
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rrrrr &Q WFO appreciates Legat Vienna's assistance.

U} “Vienna is requested to direct any questicns to SA | b6
| (non-gecure), or (secure) . b7C
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‘To: Counterintelligence From: Washington Field
‘Re:  (S) 02/27/2006
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To  : WASHINGTON FIELD
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To: Counterintelligence Froms -Vienna
Re: (S) | 03/23/2006
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Synopsis: (U) Reassigns captioned investigation.

1) Io<

(v) | |

{0y ;reorganizat;on of - ?ff:f:ﬁounterterrorxsm Branch, writer was
transferred to Sq WFO management d:.recT‘_<-:_d__t;_hgz.;________I
captioned jinvestigation remain assigned to Sq

Caption vestigation should therefore be

| reassigned to a Sq. tive the date of this

communication, SA is no longexr the Case
Agent for' captioned investigation.
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